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Principal’s Message 

Last Monday I had the opportunity to participate in my first Moving-On-Ceremony as we 
celebrated with families and staff he accomplishments of our 8th grade students.  This event 
also marked the end of my first year as principal of this wonderful school.  It has been a 
pleasure to serve the community of Framingham, the students and families of Fuller and to 
work collaboratively with our outstanding staff.  As I reflect on this past year I believe that 
we had a very successful year and the indicators we use to measure progress also show the 
same.  Results of the last administration of the Measures of Academic Progress(MAP) show 
that  as a school we exceeded our academic growth target for every grade in both English 
Language Arts and math and our behavior data shows that the number of suspensions 
decreased by 33% this past school year.  I am very pleased with these results.  As we move to 
next year I am looking forward to the implementation of the restorative practice initiative, 
focusing on making all our classes more rigorous and we will re-introduce STEAM.  With the 
support of central office administration, groups of teachers are working during the summer 
on these initiatives that I believe will further enhance the quality of the educational 
programs that we offer at Fuller.  

I would like to ask all families to make sure that all students complete the assigned summer 
reading assignment.  Research shows that students who read regularly become better writers, 
score higher in standardized tests and do not experience summer learning loss at the same 
rate as those who do not read.  The summer reading assignment can be found on our website 
www.framingham.k12.ma.us/Fuller should you need another copy

Lastly, I would like to thank all families for your continued support this past year and wish 
you a very healthy and happy summer.  I look forward to seeing you in late August for the 
start of the 17-18 school year.  I also want to welcome the incoming 6th graders and their 
families who are receiving this newsletter for the first time.  I look forward to a wonderful 
three years with you.
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Dear Fuller Families: 

This past March, Fuller administered the Family Engagement Survey.  On behalf of the Fuller Middle 
School Council, thank you for taking the time to fill out the survey. Your feedback is crucial in 
determining which areas need to be addressed and what types of improvements may be necessary.  

A detailed report of the survey results and recommendations will be sent out to all families, staff and 
teachers in the fall. However, we thought it was important that you receive a general overview now of the 
results of the nearly 200 surveys completed.   

Overall, the findings show that Fuller families recognize that Fuller has dedicated teachers, staff and 
administrators who care and are concerned for student learning. Moreover, the sense of community has 
improved, with survey respondents noting a more welcoming and inclusive community linked to new 
leadership at the school and responsiveness of teachers and staff to challenges. 
Families are engaged in their children's education and are comfortable to support learning at home.  The 
front office staff is friendly and helpful and there is a high level of comfort speaking with administrators, 
office staff, and the nurse. Additionally, most people responded that they feel comfortable speaking with 
their children's team of teachers, and the team was responsive.   

Regarding community and school activities, the majority of people are aware of volunteer opportunities.  
We have a little work to do in terms of connecting parents of different cultures and ethnic backgrounds.  
Diversity is part of what makes Fuller such a great school, so finding new ways to connect people will be a 
priority.   

Many noted that Fuller does well in terms of communication in general about the school and, in 
particular, about one’s child. For example, communication via email and automated calls appears to be 
effective. Parent teacher conferences/open house/curriculum nights also appear to be effective. There are 
some areas that need improvement. Communication via school newsletters, the school website and flyers 
sent home with children will need to be reviewed. The difficulties in accessing the FMS page and the FPS 
parent portal will be passed on to the district level. 

The topics of academic rigor, preparation for high school (and beyond) and teacher expectations of 
students need to be reviewed thoroughly. Preparing our children appropriately and setting (and 
communicating) high expectations as a foundation of positive learning is critical.  
The School Council will be meeting in August to discuss the results in detail, and will provide a full report 
to the Fuller community, as well as host a question and answer session for the Fuller community in the 
fall.  
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Blue Team
The 2016-17 school year has flown by on the Blue Team.  We’re very 
proud of the skills gained by our students over the year, and we 
hope they utilize these as they move through high school and 
beyond.  We believe our students are better writers, readers, and 
critical thinkers as they leave us.  Additionally, they all have a 
wealth of knowledge about digital media and making presentations.

In Mrs. Sullivan’s Language Arts classes, students finished the year 
with an enthusiastic dramatic reading of A Midsummer Night's 
Dream. They enjoyed performing Shakespeare in the classroom, and 
took pride in reading and understanding such a difficult text. 
Hopefully they now feel prepared to tackle any reading challenge 
head on; if they can read Shakespeare, they can read anything!

Students in Ms Cezar’s Science classes planned a town than was 
completely run by renewable sources of energy.  Some of the more 
creative ideas floated around considered using fidget spinners, wrist 
bands, and squirrels.  Please ask your child about his or her choices 
of sources.  You’ll be amazed at the ingenuity!

The students in Ms. Virdinlia’s Social Studies classes wrapped up 
with the completion of their History Detective projects through a 
formal presentation of learning celebration for their peers.  Parents, 
guardians, and other staff members listened in as students 
presented both their research journeys as historians and their 
findings along the way.  Additionally, each student shared surprises, 
exciting discoveries, and even some disappointments as they hit 
roadblocks, along with reflections about their own selves as 
historians and how they approach research and work, in general.  It 
was a fascinating week of sharing, learning, and showing pride in 
oneself and their own pasts.

__________________________________________________________
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Student Support Team 

The student support team has 
enjoyed working with your students 
this school year. Some of the 
highlights of what we have worked 
on this year and will continue to 
work on next school year are 
running social emotional WIN 
groups, PBIS, restorative justice, 
preparing students for transitions 
for the next grade level, running an 
after school GSA club, working 
with individual and groups of 
students to develop emotional 
coping strategies and academic skill 
development. 

The School Counselors will have 
the same caseload of students for 
all three years and we look forward 
to working with your children again 
next year. We will not be in the 
building over the summer so if you 
have questions or concerns, please 
contact one of our administrators. 
We look forward to seeing you all 
again for the 2017-2018 school year!
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Green Team
The Green Team students are done with MCAS, MAP, and finals and are looking forward to high school!  

All Green Team students finished their math finals this past Monday and truly showed how much they 
care about the subject. The integrated math students recently finished their unit on volume of three-
dimensional figures and closed out the unit with a viewing of the movie Flatland. The Algebra 1 students 
managed to finish the third term strong by learning how to solve quadratic equations by factoring, 
completing the square, and, of course, using the quadratic formula. In addition, any students taking 
HONORS GEOMETRY at the high school will need to complete summer work to be ready for the 
course. Here is a link just in case:  https://sites.google.com/site/fhshonorsgeometry/summer-assignment.  

In ELA, the green team ended the year with the Bard! We completed Shakespeare's A Midsummer Night's 
Dream. Students were able to put their acting skills to the test as we performed the play in class as we read 
through it. Afterward students were able to select different scenes from the play and create their own 
modern versions. The performances of their scenes were a great ending to a fantastic year! A HUGE 
congratulations to Kimberly Lugon who was named one of the semi-finalists in the Letters About 
Literature national writing contest. Keep writing Kimberly! Finally, as a reminder summer reading is an 
expectation as students enter high school; students were given a handout with the requirements. 
However, this information is available on the Framingham High School website. 

Using technology and working collaboratively, students on the green Team were able to learn about 
renewable and nonrenewable energy sources. The Green Team science students finished up the year 
researching and presenting their ideas of futuristic renewable energy sources. We may have some great 
ideas for upcoming episodes of Shark Tank!  Ms. Gallagher thanks all of the students for the great effort 
they put into their posters and their presentations and wishes you the best as you move onto high school. 

Students in Mr. Zieky's Social Studies class have spent the past couple of weeks studying the election and 
presidency of Andrew Jackson as well as various world events. Students analyzed and compared Jackson's 
political rhetoric to political speeches from the 2016 election season. 8th Graders have continued to stay 
up to date with current events, including global elections and political controversies in the United States. 

During Guided Academics, Mrs. Hunt's students worked hard to complete their final assessments for 
Shakespeare's Midsummer Night's Dream and reviewed and practiced for their math and science finals. They 
also prepared for their social studies presentation for the History Detective project. I am proud of the 
progress that all students have made this year. I wish them a successful high school experience. 

The Green Team are thrilled to move our fantastic students up to the high schools and want to reflect 
quickly on a few successes we have had as a team.  Being the pilot team for the 1-1 Chromebooks was very 
helpful for classroom work as well as teaching students responsibility for carrying around an expensive 
piece of equipment.  I think another success would be ensuring all students had a strong year of growth 
and maturity to be ready for high school.  As incoming 8th graders, they needed a lot of extra support but 
here in June we have seen them flourish and take the next steps in their lives.  I think a third success of 
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the Green Team is being a strong team with caring teachers who all work hard for their students and all 
really care for each other like family.  

Unified Arts
Unified Arts teachers were quite busy this year. The Foreign Language department received a grant from 
Target and brought students to the Museum of Fine Arts. Language classes also did some cooking, food 
show video presentations, and other fun activities.

The Arts department had many activities as 
well. Arts-A-Palooza was a big highlight to 
the winter months and all chorus, band, 
orchestra, and art students were involved in 
some way. There was also a spring version 
that was great! Drama won a gold medal for 
their production of “Wiley and the 
Hairyman. All of the performing arts had 
great performances and the art students had 
artwork on display at the museum of fine 
arts and took part in painting a mural in 
downtown Framingham.

Miss Stempleski’s special education 
students cleaned, prepped, and prepared 
seedlings for the Fuller garden. They have 
maintained the garden since and recently picked their first crops of sweet peas and strawberries.

Engineering students worked on a multitude of great projects this year. Eighth grade students built items 
for teachers and staff members at Fuller. They performed interviews and worked as teams to build and 
create a final product. 

The Physical Education staff would like to that everyone for their support of the annual Turkey Trot one 
mile race as well as the Push-Up challenge.

Lime Team
Lime Team students experienced many successes this school year.   In Mrs. Hakar’s Math class, the 
majority of students displayed growth on the Math Map assessment from Fall to Spring.  This is an 
indication that they are expanding their repertoire of math skills which will help them as they move onto 
more advanced mathematical concepts in seventh grade.   Most recently in Math class, students have 
been focusing on project-based learning, including creating tessellations with geometric patterns and 
fractions, redecorating their dream bedroom using decimal calculations and creating an app that 
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combined many of the math concepts we used this year.   The students really enjoyed this real-world 
application of math.   In Mrs. Bonner’s ELA class, students worked very hard on their final book, Roll of 
Thunder Hear My Cry, by Mildred Taylor. The students just completed a creative project which they wrote 
in the point of view of their favorite character from the story.  This story promoted great classroom 
discussions about what was happening in the south during the 1950’s. We encourage the students to read 
some of Mildred Taylor’s books over the summer to continue their love of the Logan family. Over the 
third trimester, students also gained a deeper understanding of how to analyze text in order to write 
explanations using the claim-evidence-reasoning format.  Students in Mr. Zieky's Social Studies class 
recently completed our unit on World Religions. Mr. Zieky is happy to report that his students scored 
their highest collective grade of the year on the unit assessment! It was a great school year and his 
students learned even more than expected!  In Mrs. Rogan’s Science class, students have developed a 
variety of science skills, and they have improved their ability to articulate science concepts through both 
writing and speaking while accurately using scientific vocabulary.  The students have become much more 
aware of the processes that change Earth’s surface through science lab activities and our Geology Field 
trip.   They have made excellent progress in their ability to interpret clues on Earth’s surface and in rock 
layers to explain Earth’s history.  Students have written several scientific explanations based on their 
laboratory activities and experiments, using the claim-evidence-reasoning format, and they have made 
excellent progress.  Mrs. Rogan, Mrs. Hakar, Mrs. Gelardi, Mr. Zieky, and Mrs. Bonner are very proud of 
our Lime Team students, and we wish them continued success in seventh grade.

Crimson Team
The Crimson Team continues to focus on teaching and learning as we wrap up the school year. Students 
researched a country, created decorations, and learned about food from around the world in order to 
prepare for Ethnic Food Day. Our essential question was “What are some common threads that tie 
different cultures together?” Projects created went across the curriculum including written work, posters, 
art, Instagrams, and more. We want to thank all the staff, parents, and students who made our annual 
Ethnic Food day a success. We want to take a moment to recognize our 8th graders who will be moving on 
to high school next year at FHS or Keefe: Dynasty, Matthew T., Matthew S., Gabby, Ana Julia, Mateus, 
Gui, and Angie. We wish you all the best as you start the next chapter- high school. Summer might be 
right around the corner but students can still sharpen their skills by reading, practicing math facts, IXL, 
and/or logging on to KidsA-Z.com. To log on to KidsA-Z, students need to find their teacher’s name in 
order to access the website: For Mrs. Llewelyn’s class the teacher name needed is KLlewelyn1, and for Ms. 
Rzasa’s class the teacher name needed is Srzasa. Finally, we want to wish all students a happy, healthy, safe 
summer. We look forward to seeing you all in the fall.
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Opal Team
Another fantastic school year has come to an end for the Opal 
team. We are proud and excited to send our 64 students off to 7th 
grade, but we will miss them!  Each student worked hard and 
reached for their own individual successes, as well as team successes 
while creating a collaborative group of learners who supported and 
encouraged each other to take academic risks.  

Opal students were able to grow significantly on their MAP testing, 
both in math and reading. All students set goals and did their very 
best to meet them.  In addition, students committed to developing 
and using strong academic vocabulary regularly.  They delighted us 
daily as they raised their hands and said, “I would like to add on to 
what my classmate said,” or “I want to ask a clarifying question.”  
This required diligence on a daily basis

In ELA, students increased their choice reading activities, and 
hopefully, fostered a renewed or continued appreciation for 
reading.  All students completed two novels and thought critically 
about both.  They engaged in academic conversations, silent 
conversations and participated in multiple Socratic seminars.  In 
addition, students built their individual writing stamina and pushed 
through previous boundaries.  The growth mindset was evident 
daily.  Teachers filled with pride as we watched our students give 
their all on this year’s MCAS testing.

In math, students challenged themselves to move through a fast-
paced curriculum without giving up.  They learned to synthesize 
new math concepts symbolically and through manipulatives.  
Students applied the concepts they learned throughout the year to 
two STEAM projects.  They designed their own food trucks and 
created apps for cell phones.  Students had to integrate everything 
they had learned to complete these projects.  Students wrote letters 
to the Food Network about their STEAM projects, and they were 
rewarded with stacks of Food Network magazines to be used by 
future Opal students who take part in this project-based learning.

Opal science students continued the trend of project-based 
learning each trimester.  They conducted a walking field trip to 
empirically learn about erosion and weathering first-hand in their 
community.  They researched and built earthquake towers while 
learning about the global impact of natural disasters.  They pushed 
themselves to reflect about the world around them.  Finally, 
students enjoyed building and testing solar-powered cars.  They 
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Pathways to Biliteracy Award 

The Pathways to Biliteracy Award is a 
recognition of developing proficiency in 
English and at least one other language, 
a skill that is vital in today's global 
society. Through a rigorous assessment 
process in which the four language 
domains (listening, speaking, reading, 
and writing) are evaluated using 
the The American Council on the 
Teaching of Foreign Languages 
(ACTFL) rubric, candidates have the 
opportunity to demonstrate their level 
of proficiency in a partner language. 

This school year eleven students have 
demonstrated varying levels of 
proficiency in Spanish, Portuguese, and 
Haitian whether those languages are 
their first language or ones they are 
learning now in the World Language 
classes. In 12th grade, all students have 
the opportunity to demonstrate 
proficiency in multiple languages, which 
earns them an official Seal of Biliteracy 
on their diploma that can be shared with 
future colleges or employers.

2016 - 2017 Pathways to Biliteracy Award 
Winners: Anna Brito, Andrea Flores, 
Dana Goldberg, Daniela Henao, Maeva 
Innocent, Winston Lewis, Kimberly 
Lugon, Alexandra Melendez, Fabiana 
Mendez Torres, Yanisa Panyasai, and 
Sophie Stock
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ended the year going on a “mission to Mars” at Framingham State University. 

In social studies, Opal students read about other cultures and studied them closely.  The novel “Long 
Walk to Water” captivated them!  Students were able to take part in and observe a model United Nations 
session.  Students learned their roles and conducted themselves as if they were ambassadors of countries.  
The audience took notes and reflected on the process.

While many successes have been highlighted in this narrative, there were many more.  Hopefully, every 
student identifies their own successes in addition to sharing in these.  The Opal teachers would like to 
thank our students for every moment we had with them.  Their dedication, kindness, perseverance and 
growth, make them all our role-models, as much as we hope we are theirs!

Each day, the embodied Fuller’s core values of respect, responsibility and results!

Platinum Team
Math: The Platinum Team recently wrapped up the Geometry unit, where they incorporated the skills 
they learned in the Expressions and Equations unit. We are ending the year with the probability and 
statistics units, where they will work with many real-world applications. Students also recently took the 
last round of MAP testing for the year, in which the large majority of students improved upon their 
winter scores. 

Science: Mr. Faller's science class has just wrapped up a long unit on the human body.  Overall, we 
studied the structures and functions of the skeletal, muscular, nervous, cardiovascular, digestive, immune, 
respiratory and excretory systems.  Important structures for each of these systems were identified.  Also 
discussions were had about how these systems work together while performing their functions.  Mr. 
Faller's science class will end the year with a unit on ecology and the theory of evolution.

Language Arts: The Platinum Team completed their "This I Believe" personal statement and many 
incredible lessons were expressed through writing. Students taught their readers that they should create 
goals, rely on love in their lives, and to follow directions even when you don't feel like it. Currently, 
students are presenting their "Create Your Own Utopia" project. Using this project students are beginning 
to understand that creating a "perfect world" is nearly impossible. Best of luck to Platinum as they move 
into 8th grade ELA within a few months!

Social Studies:  This year in Ancient Civilizations students have traced the steps of mankind from their 
hominid ancestors to the giant elite empires of Egypt, Greece, and Rome.  Students navigated military, 
political, economic, and social aspects of society, and have seen how these aspects of society can both 
help an empire and bring it to its collapse.  Students have explored the common characteristics great 
civilizations share, and how their influence has made an impact on present day society

The Platinum Team teachers are so proud of the growth that our students have made this school year. 
Most of them consistently showed growth on their MAP scores on one or both tests.  We also had so 
much fun at our end of the year field trip to root on the Worcester Bravehearts and field day! 
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Tangerine Team
 
Oh, what a year it has been! The Tangerine Team would like to thank all parents, students, and teachers 
for making this 2016-2017 year such a great success. We are so sad to see your students leave us in the 7th 
grade, but can’t wait to see the things they accomplish next year as 8th graders, and beyond!

The Tangerine Team completed their "This I Believe" personal statement and many incredible lessons 
were expressed through writing. Students taught their readers that they should create goals, rely on love 
in their lives, and to follow directions even when you don't feel like it. Currently, students are presenting 
their "Create Your Own Utopia" project. Using this project students are beginning to understand that 
creating a "perfect world" is nearly impossible. Best of luck to the seventh graders as they move into 8th 
grade ELA within a few months!

This year in Ancient Civilizations students have traced the steps of mankind from their hominid 
ancestors to the giant elite empires of Egypt, Greece, and Rome.  Students navigated military, political, 
economic, and social aspects of society, and have seen how these aspects of society can both help an 
empire and bring it to its collapse.  Students have explored the common characteristics great 
civilizations share, and how their influence has made an impact on present day society.

The human body is the most fascinating and fantastic machine in existence. No one understands all its 
many mysteries; and no single source can do justice to its many parts.  These past few weeks we toured 
PBS Learning Media, The Virtual Body Tour and Body Quest and discovered that: blood is a liquid organ, 
everyone is colorblind at birth, and the surface area of the lungs is approximately the same size as a tennis 
court. Those were just a few of the intriguing facts we discovered while visiting the sites mentioned 
above. Students were also able to create board games that had a Digestive and Immune System theme. We 
will wrap up the school year by creating murals that reflect the evolution of specific biomes. 

Tangerine students are finishing the year strong mathematically. They were able to see connections from 
work they have done at the beginning of the year to the end of the year and used all the skills they learned 
along the way to solve geometry problems. Students are wrapping up the year by testing probability 
models and seeing the connection between theoretical and experimental probability. Students in A block 
were able to look at an 8th grade topic: The Laws of Exponents! They used the definition of an exponent 
and all their knowledge from 7th grade math to explain and prove why the Laws of Exponents work the 
way they do.

Thank you again, for an amazing year on the Tangerine Team. We will miss you all dearly; come and visit! 
You know where our classrooms are ☺!

RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, RESULTS �9



Vol. 1, Issue 8 June 21, 2017

Library Media

It was a successful year for the library media program. Circulations and library usage increased. 
The rebuilding of the collection is off to a good start. Mr. Kline, the library media specialist, 
taught his own WIN Block, supported other WIN blocks, hosted students during lunch and 
after school, and sponsored two after school programs. 

We are expecting high levels of participation in our summer reading program.  Fuller has 
challenged Cameron in the Scholastic Summer Reading challenge.  Rising 7th and 8th graders 
received usernames and passwords so that they can log their reading minutes over the summer. 
We strongly encourage all of our students to read for at least 20 minutes per day.

                                @Fuller_Falcons
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